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cession War broke out, and it was left unsettled by the
Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, which merely stipulated that
the boundaries of the two nations should be as they had
been before the war. Commissioners were to be appointed
to settle the matter, but before anything could be done
hostilities broke out between the French and English on
the isthmus connecting the peninsula with the Continent.
Nor was this me only cause of hostility subsisting at the
time of the peace^ The whole frontier line was almost as
vague as that of Acadia, and about this period the French
set up a claim to the entire basins of the St. Lawrence
and Mississippi, thus uniting their own colonies of Canada
and Louisiana, and cooping up the English in the narrow
strip of land between the Alleghanies and the ocean.
This was of course more than could be endured by the
English, and, to resist the encroaching spirit of the French,
Ohio Com- a compa^y was formed in Virginia for the pur-
pany.	pose of colonising the Ohio valley. In March,
1749, the Ohio Company, as it was called, received a
grant of 500,000 acres from the crown. The French soon
heard of the scheme, and La Gallisoniere, the governor
of Canada, promptly despatched 300 men to trace gjid
occupy the valleys of the Ohio and St. Lawrence. Plates
of lead were buried in various places with inscriptions
signifying that from the farthest ridge whence water
trickled towards the Ohio, the country belonged to
France, and the lilies of the Bourbons were nailed to a
forest tree in token of possession.
No active steps were taken by the Ohio Company till
the beginning of 1754, when a party of thirty-three men
The com- was sent to build a. fort at the point where the
pany begins Alleghany and Monongahela unite to form the
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fort on the Ohio. A reinforcement of 150 Virginian troops,
Ohio.	under George Washington, was shortly after-
wards despatched, but before its arrival the first party

